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Abstract

The rapid development in science and technology has created avenues for language teachers to explore
means of disseminating knowledge with technological-based devices. ICT is regarded as significant in
transforming the nation and inculcating in learners long lasting skills. Technology can be utilized in
teaching all kinds of learning activities in English. These tasks could include: oral presentation,
comprehension, semantics, vocabulary, essay and letter writing. With technology, learners are exposed to
face-to-face interactions with native speakers through all these technological tools and this gives them the
chances of practising the English language. Teachers of language have access to use various electronic
devices to support teaching and this assists in determining students' achievement in English. Most of the
time, language teachers are left to work on their own devices because of non- provision or inadequate
supply of these online tools. Language is best understood when opportunities are provided for students to
use the given language in different situations. This study identified the various technological tools for the
teaching and learning of English and concluded that effective teaching and learning of English required
integrating information technology to enhance learners' level of proficiency and independency. The
recommendation posited is that the government and the university management should provide
technological know-how and sophisticated equipment in teaching English language. This is because what
makes learners master key concepts in English is predominantly the level of training and facilities for
teaching and learning.
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Institutions

Introduction interaction, academic progress, researches
and other functions, the lecturers need to
utilize various technological devices to
teach. The dexterity at which some
students manipulate the computer
indicates that incorporating ICT in teaching
English course contents will provide a great
forum for learning new ideas. However,
there are other learners who have problems
in accessing the internet and other
telecommunication technologies for
academic purposes. This inhibits their
participating effectively in academic and

Technological advancement has placed
language learning in a position where
various ICT facilities can be used in
teaching it. Learning English has been a
herculean task for learners because of the
dynamic nature of the language. According
to Bedi (2016), English is not static. The
dialect is constantly changing and
adjusting to new things in the world, with
new words added to the English lexicon. To
expand the scope of learners' vocabulary
and skilful use of the language for

65



social activities. Ogbologo, et al (2014)
opine that there are speculations that the
products of our higher institutions are not
competitive at the global level. This
assertion was justified in the ranking
profiles of Nigerian universities.

In Nigeria and even globally, the purpose of
the universities is to engage the academic
staff in teaching and learning, academic
and research, administration and
community engagement. The university
academic as an examiner and a teacher is
in a position to design courses to be taught
based on the NUC benchmark as well as
identify suitable means of curriculum
delivery. Learners are engaged in different
activities such as tutorials, lectures,
seminars, presentation, debate, public
speaking to make teaching activities
interactive. Ehindero (2006) in a bid to
explore the significant impact of teaching
on learners states that it is a normative
interactive human process involving
complex decision making on different
aspects of classroom interaction. The role
of teachers remarkably put great
responsibilities on them. The performance
or negligence of these tasks would, to a
large extent, bring out the quality of
education given and, invariably the quality
of output realised in the learners.

When English language lecturers
sufficiently recognize and reinforce
students' communicative skills through
using ICT to support teaching activities,
their interest and creative capabilities will
be enhanced and sustained. Buntolo and
Priyanto (2019) point out in their research
that through self-recording video project,
students are motivated to speak English
without hesitation. They further reveal that
the use of ICT facilitates the acquisition of
basic skills. English language is used for
information dissemination in most
teaching and learning programmes and
learners' ability to develop meaningful
skills will determine their good standing
within and outside the scope of the
academic environment. ICT is a term which
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encompasses any communication tool like
radio, computer, cellular phones,
television, network hardware and software,
satellite systems, as well as video
conferencing and distance learning
(Buntolo et al. 2019). Realistically, most of
these ICT devices for language teaching are
not available for use in most science-
oriented universities where English
language is viewed as a routine course. This
may not necessarily be the case in tertiary
institutions where English is specified as a
major course of study. The onus is on the
government and the university
management to look into the issue and
provide adequately for functional English
language teaching and learning for
optimum efficiency.

This indicates that there should be
practical provision of technological devices
that could assist the English language
lecturers to help students acquire impetus
towards learning and for maximum
performance in all areas. ICT has
practically become inseparable from man's
activities in the recent times. It has
improved interaction and information
dissemination in all sectors where it is
adopted including the Education sector. It
is a medium of instruction for most of the
courses which makes it imperative for the
students to master the basic skills of the
subject. This study, therefore examines the
importance of incorporating ICT
(computers, the internet, electronic
dictionary, CD Rom and others) in teaching
English language. It explores the
technological devices that could be used to
aid English language teaching. It further
looks into the challenges related to the
utilization of ICT in English language
teaching and identifies the advantages of
integrating ICT in English classes.
Theoretical Framework

This study utilizes the theoretical
framework of Vygotsky and Bandura.
Vygotsky (1896-1934) was a Russian
psychologist who proposed the Social
Development Theory. His theory is one



of the fundamentals of Constructivism.
He states the significant part social
interaction plays in the development of
cognition. He indicates that every
function in the child's cultural
development exist both in the social
and individual level. The utilization of
ICTs in teaching creates means by
which various English concepts can be
taught in an interactive social context
to facilitate learning. The teacher and
the students are active participants in
thinking creatively, acquiring new
ideas and solving challenges emanating
from the world during the teaching-
learning process. The impact of the
interaction that occurs between them
determines the mastery of required
skills. Vygotsky's theory is also based
on the potential for cognitive
development that hinges on the “Zone
of Proximal Development (ZPD) which
depicts the difference between actual
level of development as determined by
independent problem solving under
guidance or collaboration with more
capable peers (Vygotsky, 1978). As
students engage in different learning
tasks that they cannot handle, they
interact during the English classes with
the help of technological devices where
they acquire more collaborative skills
that will assist their independent
proficiency and performance.
Verenikina (2010) posits that Vygotsky
psychology and Activity Theory explain
the way the computer connects into the
user's real life activities thereby
assisting to improve their performance.
The role of computer and other
technologies in teaching and learning
cannot be overemphasised. The skills
learners acquired with teachers'
supervision and collaboration with
peers with the utilization of ICT-devices
in English Language lessons supersede
working alone. Cole and Wertsch
(2001, in Hall (2007) opine that
sociocultural theories place the social
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environment at the very centre of
learning and without which, the
development of the mind is impossible.
According to Vygotsky (1978), experts
use tools to mediate learning.
Incorporating these tools in teaching
English language will provide avenues
for learners to interact meaningfully
with their peers and the learning tasks.
The English language teachers should
improve their teaching skills through
acquiring innovative technological
knowledge that can help learners
perform tasks that they are unable to
complete on their own, adjusting where
necessary as the level of learners'
performance increases.

Bandura (1977) propounded the Social
Learning Theory. He points out that
people learn from one another through
observation, imitation and modelling.
He believes that humans are active
information processors. The teacher
through adequate preparation takes
cognizance of the diverse background
of the students and provides ICT tools
that will effectively assist them to learn
various activities relating to health,
banks, government and all spheres of
life. English Language is encompassing
and using ICT devices in teaching it
enables the students to observe, learn,
imitate and create their own learning
environment. Through this, they have
a wide knowledge of ideas and
resources that transcend their current
domain. Virtual classroom
presentation through video and audio
assists in the retention of linguistic
structure. Moreover, Bandura's self-
efficacy concept according to Hatlevic
and Hatlevic (2018) states the
capabilities to organize and execute the
courses of action required to produce
given attainments. For lecturers to
impact learners significantly in English
Language teaching, technology devices
must be integrated. Social cognitive
theory has been a widely accepted



model for understanding and
predicting human behaviour and
identifying the method in which
behaviour can be changed (Chen, et al.,
2013).

Review of Literature

Many studies such as Solomon (1993),
Wertsch (1991), Buntole et al. (2019) have
been conducted to explore the importance
of ICT for language learning. Hall (2007)
depicts that the cognitive opportunities of
ICT when integrated with planning,
enacting and assessment of both teaching
and learning activities bring about a
change of pedagogy. The utilization of
technological tools affects teaching
learning activities in this era of information
explosion as learners acquire skills for
independent reasoning and learning.
Buntolo et al. (2019) explain that using ICT
tools in teaching and learning actively
through off-lined activities can assist
learners in acquiring effective
communicative competence in English
lesson. These authors further maintain
that ICT plays significant roles in
education, but most lecturers are not really
utilizing it in teaching. This indicates that
the goal of using ICT in teaching English
has not been adequately realised. In the
view of Yang, et al., (1999), cited in
Owodunni, et al., (2016), computer
technology has the capacity to affect
efficiency and productivity of education,
thus educators must learn, through pre-
service and in-service training activities,
what the computer is and it can do. In
Nigeria, there are a number of initiatives to
create awareness for the use of Information
and Communication Technologies (ICTs) in
teaching learning activities. These include
National Policy on Computer Education,
National Policy on Information Technology
and the establishment of National
Information Technology Development
Agency (NITDA). This is with the aim of
improving the resources use in teaching in
the class as well as enhance teachers' skills
touse ICTs to deliver curriculum content.

68

Adeyemi, Coast, J. Fac. Sci. 1 (1): 65 - 74

Cavus and Ibrahim (2008), cited in Chen et
al., (2013) point out that with either
synchronous or asynchronous
communication through the internet,
language learners can communicate and
interact with other learners or native
speakers of the target language throughout
the world in a time-saving and cost-effective
way. Appropriating the diverse benefits of
ICT in teaching English will guide learners
to proper processing and acquisition of
knowledge. Learners will be able to discover
new truth through the simulation of
creative thinking.

There is no doubt that lack of skills in using
ICTs by English language lecturers may
affect the teaching of the subject. This was
supported by the study carried out in 27
European countries by Empirica (2006)
who came out with a report that teachers
who do not use computers indicated lack of
ICT skills as a constraining factor to
teaching effectively. Similarly, Toprakci
(2006) found out that low numbers of
computers, oldness or slowness of ICT
systems and scarcity of educational
software in the school were obstacles to the
successful ICT implementation in Turkish
schools. In the same vein, Albirini (2006)
conducted a research in Syrian schools and
established the fact that insufficient
computer resources were one of the major
predicaments to the utilization of ICT in
schools. From the above findings in various
countries, it can be deduced that the major
barriers impeding the use of ICT in English
language classes in Nigeria cannot be
totally divorced from their findings.
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Interactive Board

VD

I-Pads

Cwerhead Projectors

Smart Phones

Tablets

ICT Tools for English
Language Teaching

Radio

Computers

Digital Camera

Television

Electronic Board

Source: Author (2019)

Cakici (2016) mentioned some of the ICT
tools that can be used in teaching English
such as computer assisted language
learning(CALL) software, office
applications (word, power point, drawing
tools etc.), the inter websites and
downloadable software, commercial course
book CD-ROMs, DVD players, mobile
phones, electronic dictionaries, digital
cameras and videos, DAT recorders,
document cameras, and date projectors.
Livingstone (2012), cited in Cakici (2010)
also states that ICT includes technologies
specific to the school environment (e.g.
interactive whiteboards) or applications
used across formal or informal boundaries
(e.g. education games) and networked
technologies. Educational ICT tools have
many advantages. They assist students to
learn independently. In fact, they are
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presented with numerous opportunities to
improve in their acquisition of registers in
different fields, word games, collocation and
pictorial dictionary.

In selecting the technological tools to be
used in the class, the ability of the learners
and background should be put into
consideration so as to choose the ones that
will benefit them. There is no fixed
procedure for teaching English language
with ICT.

Harnessing ICT Multi-Purpose Function
Raider (2006) states that the most
important things students can get out of
their university experience is learning
about real life and further developing the
character. To make this assertion a reality,
the learners' critical ability must be
developed to generate ideas, through the
integration of ICT in teaching. Various



learning activities should expose the
students to using these devices. The
increase in technological applications in
the field of education particularly in the
higher institution of learning cannot be
jettisoned. Many new educational
technologies are created almost daily to
assist in teaching and in learning English.
Information Technology tools have really
changed the orientation of teachers of
English language because they now have
avalanche of opportunities to search for
information and resources which were
unavailable before.

Sharndama (2013) indicates that ICTs
have made teaching and learning
interactive and collaborative instead of the
traditional teaching-talking and students
listening approach. The availability of
various social media has given students
opportunities to contribute significantly
during presentation, seminars and other
teaching-learning activities. They have
access to browse the internet on area of
concentration before their presentation.
The relevance of ICT devices is so
encompassing in this technological age
that English language lecturers need to
incorporate them for effective teaching.
The lecturers should be conversant with
the proper use of these social media.
Ogbulogo et al (2014) opine that the
importance of teaching and learning
through this medium has the potential to
promote any educational endeavours;
assisting learners to use visual video,
audio visual facilities, and software tool to
collaborate on shared documents.
Technology has provided innumerable
means by which students can access the
internet, Facebook, e-dictionary, e-library
to get information and materials to assist
their studies and learning of English. Fotos
and Browne (2014), cited in Chen et al
(2013) pointed out that the integration of
internet technology and language learning
curriculum has shifted the focus from a
teacher-centred classroom to a learner-
centred environment which empower the
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learner through control over lesson content
and the learning process. Thus, to make the
class atmosphere interactive and
interesting during teaching activities, the
teacher should endeavour to develop more
interest in being versed in utilizing these
tools in teaching English.

Challenges Associated with Utilization of
ICT in English Language Teaching

The challenges of universities in Nigeria are
many, beginning from lack of funding, no
adequate communication gadgets, dearth of
fund to procure computers and software,
deterioration of physical facilities, paucity
of updated computer, lack of language
laboratory, unnecessary duplication of
courses and programmes, no excursion
because of large population of students and
financial restrain as well as high ratio of
students to lecturers. Lack or inadequate
provision of basic ICT tools has resulted and
affected teaching and learning English
language. Also, there is the increasing cost
of maintaining ICT applications. Erben et al
(2009), cited in Andrade (2014) summarize
the challenges in using technology in the
English classes to be: technical difficulties,
classroom management situations (that is,
when a link on the website is affected, or
when a server that hosts a website is
temporarily down); security blocks place at
some schools to prevent students from
accessing questionable sites from school
computers; quality and appropriateness of
the technology or software or websites and
classroom control. These challenges may
slow down the completion of the course
content for each semester, especially as the
English lecturers have large students to
teach.

Aside this, in using these technological
tools, students may diversify and use the
applications for other purposes which are
not academics. Boella (2013), cited in
Andrade (2014) states that the first
drawback to using smart phones and
tablets in the class is the potential for
students to go off task and use their devices
inappropriately, however Warner (2012)
points out that students who are off-task do



not limit themselves, but they become
disengaged and distract their peers.
Students can overcome these challenges
during English lectures if they are
determined to gain maximally from
discussions. Distractions will be minimized
and profitable skills can be acquired.
Benefits of Integrating ICT in English
Language Teaching

It is a reality that this modern time is the
information age, the age of technology. At
the heart of Information and
Communication Technology is the internet.
The internet makes all types of data
transmissions faster. Therefore, the
English language teachers should be
versed in using most of these technological
tools for teaching activities. Borges (2013)
opines that when technological devices are
combined with good teaching, engaging
lessons, as well as a flexible approach that
put into consideration the strengths and
needs of students, they will culminate in
rich and meaningful learning experiences.
Utilizing the computers and other
applications in the class provide great
opportunities for learners. Language
teachers should develop the positive
attitudes of the benefits of using technology
in lectures. Sabzian and Gilakjani (2013)
mention that teachers should be convinced
of the advantages derived from technology
and learning.

Educational ICT tools present numerous
classroom advantages. They assist
students' autonomous learning and enable
them to collect research information on
topics in different areas. Through internet,
there is access to interesting reading
materials and suggestion for additional
reading. Learners have ample
opportunities to read newspapers,
magazines and books. All these promote
students learning ability. The benefit
derived from incorporating technological
tools to teach English language cannot be
undermined. Language teachers can give
assignments, classwork, group work that
will enable the learners to make use of
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technological tools. Language teachers can
assist students to be creative in the
different language skills by allowing them
to use goggle drive, Facebook, screen
casting, You-tube, and blogging in getting
information and involving in interactive
discussion.

According to Raiskinmwki (2017),
technological devices bring new
dimensions to the teaching of English. They
benefit the teachers' work and provide the
students with multiple new ways of doing
exercises. Online encyclopaedias have
provided avenues to tap into innumerable
databases, libraries and reference books all
around the world. In the past years,
opportunities to getting access to
information, books, references, e- learning,
e- dictionary etc were limited or not even
available; but currently there are many
opportunities. The language teachers'
should select the best technological tools
that will make their teaching impactful and
meaningful.

Conclusion

The relevance of the applications of ICT in
teaching English language as a lingua
franca has increased the scope of
knowledge acquisition. Technological
devices provide the students with a number
of interactive opportunities and allow for
independent learning. The sense of active
participation that this can create is
sufficient to catch the attention of the
learners and keep them motivated
throughout the period of the teaching
activity. To this end, English language
lecturers must be ICT literate so that they
can incorporate ICT in teaching curriculum
content. Learning in higher institution
requires transmitting of knowledge and
developing students' capability to use and
test ICT
significantly contribute to teachers' wealth
of knowledge and their teaching
effectiveness. Some of the various ICT tools
that can enhance English language
learning are blogging, video, database
software, overhead projector, computer

ideas and information.



and others. Through this, learners are
exposed to ICT facilities, literary skills and
resource sharing. However, the use of ICT is
not to replace or reduce the teachers'
efficacy, but to complement teaching and
other means of disseminating knowledge.
The lecturers will definitely participate
actively in discussing the subject matter
with the students; as a result, they will
acquire the skills for sustainable
development.
With the innumerable benefits that can be
derived from incorporating ICT in teaching
English language, it is therefore
recommended that the Government should
provide ICT tools and resources that would
make the English Studies lecturers enjoy
teaching activities. Language teaching
must be planned in a way that the topics,
learning activities and ICT devices selected
should ensure that the objectives of the
curriculum for English Studies are
actualized. English language lecturers
should continue to improve themselves in
using ICT devices in teaching and for other
academic endeavours. Language lecturers
should be given opportunities to attend
conferences where they can interact with
other seasoned researchers and be exposed
to new technological strategies in teaching
for maximum efficiency.
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